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works in literature and art grow, and not
out of the overweening sensitiveness which
makes one's nationality but a petty jealousy
of other people,

It is possible for us thus to discriminate
between a nationality which is a mere post-
ure and that which is a plain expression of
positive organic life. When we measure
the force of the latter we are compelled to
a finer analysis, and its illustrations are to
be sought in subtler manifestations. Web-
ster well exemplifies, by the very rudeness
of his mind, phases of Americanism which
may be traced in more delicate lines else-
where. There can be no doubt that self-
reliance, which was both the cause and the
effect of local self-government long prac-
ticed, has been a powerful factor in Ameri-
can life; that an indifference to the past
has often been only the obverse of an elastic
hope, a consciousness of destiny; that a fear-
lessness and a spirit of adventure have been
invited by the large promises held out by
nature; that an expansiveness of mind, and
an alertness and facility in intellectual de-
vice, have been encouraged by the flexile
condition of American society. All things

